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1. 

With respect to the definition "or a material whose effect and 
properties are the same as those of" recited in claims 1 and 2, it can 
be assumed that a vast plurality of compounds and substances fall under 
the category thereof. Thus, clays (compositions) whose components can 
be of great variety are comprehended. However, it appears that only those 
of highly limited compositions among the claimed clays are supported 
by the description within the meaning of PCT Article 6 and disclosed 
therein within the meaning of PCT Article 5. 

Further, with respect to the definition "or a material whose effect 
and properties are the same as those of", what compounds and substances 
fall under the category thereof is not clarified in concrete terms, and 
even if technical common knowledge at the filing of the application is 
taken into account, the scope of compounds and substances with such effect 
and properties cannot be concretely specified. Therefore, claim 1 also 
fails to satisfy the requirement of clarity prescribed in PCT Article 
6. 

Consequently, the subject of the international search, with reference 
to the contents of the description, has been limited to those satisfying 
the following requirements: 

"liquid clay characterized in that carboxymethylcellulose, vegetable 
fine powder composed of vegetable materials including wood and sodium 
alginate are mixed together and milled so as to obtain a clay precursor 
and that water and any one or two or more pigments are added to the clay 
precursor so as to obtain a liquid clay precursor, the color of the liquid 
clay precursor regulated so as to obtain a thus colored clay-form paint", 
or 

"liquid clay characterized in that an aqueous solution of 
carboxymethylcellulose, vegetable fine powder composed of vegetable 
materials including wood, sodium alginate and any one or two or more 
pigments are mixed together and milled so as to obtain a colored liquid 
clay precursor of state suitable for application with a spatula, the 
liquid clay precursor formed into a clay-form paint". 

2. 

With respect to the definition "fine powder of 50 to 150" recited 
in claim 7, those whose particle diameter or size can be of great variety 
can be assumed. However, it appears that only those of specif ied particle 
diameter or size are supported by the description within the meaning 
of PCT Article 6 and disclosed therein within the meaning of PCT Article 
5. 

Further, with respect to the definition "fine powder of 50 to 150", 
what particle diameter or size is under the category thereof is not 
clarified in concrete terms, and even if technical common knowledge at 
the filing of the application is taken into account, the scope of particle 
diameter or size concerned cannot be concretely specified. Therefore,, 
claim 7 also fails to satisfy the requirement of clarity prescribed in 
PCT Article 6. 
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